Psalm 124

1

A song of ascents. Of David.

If it had not been for the LORD
who was on our side 12—
let Israel say—
If it had not been for the LORD
who was on our side
when people attacked us,
then they would have swallowed us alive
when their anger flared against us. 3
Then the waters * would have engulfed us,
the torrent would have swept over us,

then they would have swept over us—
those raging waters. ..

Praise be to the LORD,

who has not let us be torn by their teeth.

We have escaped like a bird
out of the fowler’s snare.
The snare. has been broken,
and we have escaped.
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.

KEY: STEP PARALLELISM KEY REPETITION

TESTIMONY a

(priest)

a
(self)
TRAP b
(fire)
(flood) b
PRAISE
PRAISE

QT O Q00 T

If not the LORD
on our side
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when men’s fiery anger
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swallowed us

Our Maker is Our Helper and Deliverer (Ps 124)

A. The Cause of Our Terror and Panic
The destructive anger (“fire” 124:3; cfIs 51:12-13)

bl ol 2

The drowning anticipated (“flood” 124:4-5)

The deadly attack (the predator’s “teeth” 124:2c, 6b)
The deceptive ambush (the “snare” for the prey 124:7)

How does it feel when we are faced with a deadly threat?

B. The Cause for Our Testimony and Praise (cf 1 Pet 1:3-9)

1.

The LORD is on our side (124:1-2)

2. The LORD our Maker is our helper (“his name” 124:8; ct “people” 2¢; cf 121:2; 1 Pet 4:19)
3. The LORD controls our destiny (“If it had not been...who has not let us be torn” 124:1-2, 6)
1. The LORD effects our deliverance (“the snare has been broken” 124:7; ¢f 1 Cor 10:13)

What do we learn about God when we go through a crisis?

SUGGESTED SONGS: Had It Not Been The Lord, Ps 124 (Esther Mui), Psalm 124 Project

NIV If the LORD had not been on our side

NIV when their anger flared against us, / they would have swallowed us alive; (Heb. then they would have

swallowed...)

4 v the flood (Heb. Then the waters...)

NIV the raging waters would have swept us away. (Heb. then they would have swept over us—those raging waters.)
New sentence recognizing the chiasmus (NIV snare; / the snare)
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Is+51%3A12-13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Pet+1%3A3-9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+121%3A2%3B+1+Pet+4%3A19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+10%3A13&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AD8dQyN0x2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6Fn4S7JsJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QP6X9gvQlds
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1. THEBGET (ALK 124:3; 2 & % 51:12-13)

2. HR LA (HK 124:4-5)

3. R EE (FHEHEY “TFTE1242TF,6T)

4. BBV (B ARE T 89 <R 124:7)
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1. BRfedE R KGR (124:1-2)

2. A& E R KM H B (“IRAeFE 4G 57 124:8; 3L 124:2 FATHIL; 2 & 121:2: 1K AT 4:19)
3. AiAEFERGPAR (“BRA.TRAMKBEL” 124:1-2, 6)

2. AL RO RB (B A T 124:7; 2 A AT 10:13)
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=%E8%AF%97%E7%AF%87+124&version=CUVMPT;CNVT;CCBT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Is+51%3A12-13&version=CUVMPT;CCBT;NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Pet+1%3A3-9&version=CUVMPT;CCBT;NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+121%3A2%3B+1+Pet+4%3A19&version=CUVMPT;CCBT;NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+10%3A13&version=CUVMPT;CCBT;NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z3lJ-5PsMIQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Szqn6rd2KJA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LcZadiTXW6U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sAXFrRh86M&t=3s

