Psalm 123

A song of ascents.

1 Tlift up my eyes to you, A a eyes to the Lord
to you whose throne is in heaven. ...enthroned
2 Look, as the eyes of the slaves b eyes of the slaves
[look| to the hand? of their master, ... to hand of master
as the eyes of the maid A b eyes of maid
look| to the hand of her mistress, ... to hand of mistress
so our eyes [look] to the LORD our God, a eyes to the LORD
till he shows us his mercy. ...mercy
3 Have mercy on us, O LORD, have mercy on us, B a mercy onus...mercy on us
for we have endured much contempt. b endured much
4 Our soul has endured much B b endured much
of the ridicule from the proud4, the contempt of the arrogant. a ridicule from proud...

contempt from arrogant
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Mercy and Grace for Humbled Souls (Ps 123)

In times of great need or humiliation, we are not totally helpless. There is always One we can turn
to, One who is merciful and gracious (cf Ps 131). Our helplessness before God is the secret to His
action on our behalf. It is when we feel the most vulnerable and most bankrupt that His power is
manifested in the most perfect way (2 Cor 12:9-10a). What are we seeing God’s hand signaling?

A. The Direction of Our Gaze What happens when we become
1. We should be looking up to the Lord (123:1-2; cf Heb 12:1-3) focused on the wrong things?
2. When others are looking down on us (123:3-4)

B. The Duration of Our Grief How long do we
1. Our extremity—we feel we have endured more than enough (123:3-4) have to wait for
2. Our expectancy—we must wait until the LORD shows us His mercy (123:2f)  God'’s response?
C. The Dependence on Our God Why do we need
1. We need to come before the throne of mercy (123:1b, 2f; cf Heb 4:14-16) God’s mercy?

2. We need to be under the gracious hand of the Master (123:2a-d; cf Ps 121:5-6; Ezra 8:22)

He Giveth More Grace
Annie Johnson Flint
He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater.
He sendeth more strength when the labors increase.
To added affliction He addeth His mercy,
To multiplied trials His multiplied peace.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,

When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,
Our Father’s full giving is only begun.

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure, His power has no boundary known unto man;
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus, He giveth and giveth and giveth again.

SUGGESTED SONGS: He Giveth More Grace, OQur Eyes Are Fixed On The Lord, Psalm 123 (Sons of Korah)

2 cfEzra 7:6, 9, 28: 8:18, 22, 31; Neh 2:8, 18. Words enclosed in half brackets | |have been added to help translate the implied
information in the original text.

NIV We have endured much ridicule form the proud. (Heb. My soul...)  the proud those who dwell in careless, confident
security regardless of the judgments of God and the sufferings of men (Job 12:5; Amos 6:1; Zech 1:15)
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